[Primary melanoma of the central nervous system].
To investigate the status of diagnosis and treatment of primary melanoma of the central nervous system. Six patients with primary melanoma of the central nervous system underwent surgery in our department between 1969-1999. Clinical presentation, operative findings, histological diagnosis, and prognosis were reviewed. No typical symptom occurred in these patients. The lesions can mimic meningiomas and acoustic neuromas in location and radiological appearance. Total removal of tumors was only achieved in one case. Histological examination showed malignant lesions in 3 cases and benign lesions in others. Five cases were followed up and only two were alive. Primary melanomas are extremely rare tumors of the central nervous system. Surgical removal of the lesion may result in prolonged remission or cure.